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ABSTBACT ‘ - 

» ; j Th<e task of huaanizing Shakespeare for high school 

seniors is not sinple but nay be tfone in” a variety of ways, all > 
intended*to arouse.student interest; curiosity, respect, and fchdness 
for the Bard. Ginnicks such as bulletin board signs, pictures, naps, 
charts, and writings attract attention, as do letters to local' 
newspapers reporting inforaally the Shakespeare class or.club 
activities, always treating the playwright as_a_xonteapo rar y fr i e ndi— 
Each tera's sslectipn of plays for study depends, on the Shakespeare, 
schedules * of^several theatrical, cofpanies.so that a nuaber of plays 
■ay be .seiSn on stage Iby bus travel to the theater, location) or .on 
television. Also effective are student references to bpth critical 
works and huaorous literature about Shakespeare, inforwal discussions 
in class or on buses en route to ,pr fro* plays, listening to records, 
-viewing filastrips or qovies, and acting in class or fpr special 
asseablies. In addition, the Folger Shakespeare Library's 
"Newsletter" and -"The Shakespeare Newsletter" froa Kent.State 
University also help students to tbecpae enthusiastically faailiar 
with Shakespeare. *(JM) ; • 
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■"Totus muncfua agit histrronem." Yes. 
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’All the world is 
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a stage? sesm3 to be applicable to my 20-week Shakespeare 
elective course where thife Latin motto is printed in bclfl^ 

, 4 x *’ ' 

letters on the wall over my desk. ‘ * • 

Newcomers stop and stare ?at it while trying to figure ' 

’ , k 

out its translation. . Only wh^ri we do A 3 Xou Like It anrd come 


*• $ 

. 'N . 


\ 


» * 


to Jacques* speech do these lines register fully. This sign 0 

\ • *. * ♦ * ' e 

is not 't^he only gimmick, to arouse curiosity and awaken 'interest 

' . . r ' - t 1 


* 


-in the study of Shakespeare and his plays. So are the constant 
changing of pictures, posters', drawings“'“writings, maps, and % 
charts — in fact, a^: 
and bulletin board, 


[1 °the miscellanea on svsry possibly wall 


# 

% 


from term to term the room appears to be assuming an 


\ 


• A, 


increasingly 'definite atmosphere purposely designed to attract 


and intrigue incoming students,,and at the same,time, ttVe-para- 


<*» 


.phernalia scattered in strategic locations are so associated 


with Shakespeare that you can almost reach out, and feel him 

k 




there in alKhis greatness, brilliance, and warmth, 

•. / * < 

. 1 * 

Yet, this is (to simple task, humanizing Shakespeare -- , 

v- ‘ ' ■ . • 

the princioal dramatist of all time — to today^s high school 
seniors, when to be realistic, I know some rff the "unseasoned, 
unpurified, or unindoctrinated* frowningly begin this course in 


.vl 

It) 


a fit of ‘doubt or £h ah air of schoolboy melancholy, and even 

' > r 1 ‘ 
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*0f Binghamto’n Central High School.' This paper.was presented 
-at ‘‘the Annual Conference of the New York State English Council 
in Binghamton* New York, Way 4,1 1974. ■ ■ • 
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"oor, polemic.* 11 


.a c cf- i ’ ■ n n ♦ 


l'*'* ’■ ' . 

'a rtu reteiy, I', do not. js'r 


Iflgrf i'<’j wrjnd | . no r ip I ha .<s e cnrkf. full of magi.c formu las. 4 « 


( . depend nost-3 y On engendering the.Lr. curicsity and interest by their 


emulation my fondness fot*. the'-33rd. Everything I say and do 
• * ' ' 
pertains tjj friend William* 


I find- myself being asked by my colleagues who also 1 present 

■ ls» 'N 

. Shades pea re- in their, yearly lit/cou.rses ^which, by necessity, iri-^ 

' , (• .< i 

clude_the teaching of rtiany other strands of- English) for sug-. 


gestions^and for the use of various teaching aids oh the Sard. 

I ^ 4 , / - • ' -y • 

1 am very happy to comply with such , requests because sharing 

' '« . 

t ,. • 

material butJ ideas leacJs to a wider awareness, appreciation'; and 
a more assured promotion of present and future teaching of Shakes¬ 
peare/ Indeed, „"it is pleasant to think that in due time under¬ 
classmen in these English classes will eventually beepme members 
of the Shakespeare elective. 9 , 


I never refer to Shakespeare as fflr. William Shakespeare. 


In my effort to humanire him, ! oftep refelr to Shakespeare as 

' ' * 

one might to a friend. -Ae arf example of this subtle means to ' 
catch my students’, attention, I frequently writs on local Shakes- 
j pears doings to the Letters to the Editor Section of 'Binghamton’s 

• A • * 

'* two ' ne wspapxer,s, TKe Evenino Press and The Sjun-Bulletin . «lote the 
familiarity in the excerpts of these lettersi 


V 


\ 


"To the 1 - Editor, The 5un-3ullatln» 

» . . 

Friend William Shakespeare would 
hpve been proud .of ‘th'd unusual sights' 
and sounds recently taking place at 
5»45 - ,6i00 A.ffl. in* front of the 
darkened educational institution at 
31 Wairt'Street, Binghamton^ as well 
as later in the town of Woodstock, 

New York. 


/ . 


* / 


* ' '• _ ' 


4 


v ' In r.ho chill/, sun-less hour, a - 
group of soma.thlrty s1eapy-eyed but' 
cheerfully chatty Central youngsters 
huddled 'Cbgether mailing for a chartereU 
<bu% which would transport them to' Wciod- 
( stock to sea a Shakespeare play with 

curtain time scheduled at 10t3Q A,HI. 

> \ ,* % 

,. Soon we were on our way, galloping 

along happily,, thinking and talking about 
friend Wildiam in usual exciting antici¬ 
pation, Did it ma'txer to us wt\ich play 
we were traveling three hours of highway 
iat such a weary hour to see? - Mo, not 
fcfeally ... A 

• ' - . v ‘ < > V ' 

• Luckily, we arrived early enough N 
to walk about this quaint, art colony «- 
and partake •af--f3Pdsh coffee and buns . . . 
After the play, I visualized discussions 
about the play Julius.Caesar on the ride 
backs^. . . I passed aVotebook and pen _ . 

* to the first boy.oo th*kb*js’who, after 
jotting down his reactions to the play, > 
the trip, or on anything he wished, in', 
tufn gave it to* his Neighbor. And so 

on, until’ the last one, on the bus^had. 
noted hie. thoughts. • . ?. How discerning ^ 
were their*;young remarks! ...... . 


* One chap .wrote i ."It was an education- 

fun dayl" Klhat blpe is desired from our 
youth than a relaxed congeniality while 
4 experiencing learning from Shq^espaara? . . . 

\ ~ ‘ 

* ' ^ Through the transcendent worldliness 

ofNOur steadfast friend, tpe British * Brftd,' 

* . • \ I play a dual role -- teacher and 

Shakespeare trip planner . . , m \* 

• / • i f • 

In another letter about a trip to Joseph Pepp*s pro¬ 


duction of The Tempest fct Lincoln Center, Mew York City, in 

• ^ 

part I wrotes > - „ 


*■« • •• Admittedly, all on the .bus were 
not "sold" on friend William, even though 
the majority were. As for th§ yet uh- 
seaaoned, grumbling ones (brought along 
for initiation reasons), they were “not 
fully convinced tha*t they had made' the , 
right decision' in gi ving up a Sunday to^ 
travel back and forth on the same day 


A 
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/■ 


, jCat to 3 oe "this thing of Shakes- 
r psara'a." And not to do it on a school 
day, at that! * 


4 Ah, but little did they know iwhaL 
plana were in the pffing to break through 
their 10-fobt wall of impassiveness. To 
make the dent required more time, effprt, 
tact, and a Joseph Papp production. 


On return we leafed through the text, 
now assuming a third dimension quality of 
vividness and familiarity, .and when out 
of the immortal pages, Ariel leaped qbou't 
in response to Prospefo's commands, Prince 
Ferdinand caressed fair, fragile Miranda 
to his breast, Trinculo giggled likp a 
"pied ninny*, ".and the storm roared, on in 
.clapping thunder and crackling lightning 
streaks, the miracle happened*, the con- 
versi on , the final' acceptance ofShakes- 
peare. Habitually, than, friend Williarif 
winked and nodddti appjpovingly at the 
success of another^strate'gy." 
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As csn be gathered f$om the letters, "mykids" are taken 

. o • 

% 

i ' 

on bus trips to see current Sha'kespeare productions, usually at 

• • 

' . • . . » 

the American Shakespeare Festival Theatre at Stratford, Connec- 

* * ' . , - 

ticuti the National Shakespeare Company at Woodstock, New- Yorki 

Joseph Papp's Lincoln Center in New York City, and to local 

* • , t 

> * • j 

C/tfTi^ge campuses (SUNY, Binghamton, and 8rocme Community College), 

3 . 

and-wherever else we can get to, \* * 

* 4 o 

, . • 

Since! use the G. B. Harrison text containing Shakas- 


peare's complete workd, .the-problem of ever ordering textual 
material is dispensed with. , Everything needed ie in 6ns volume. 


* ' • 

nstent we cad turn to another* play. .Sometimes it we find 
one not goiftg ’well/ I might s"ey, * "Let's drdp it' for now. We'll 

i s • 


come back'to it-later. What x wctuld you rather <do?" 


i, 


*If Someone.. cr-ies^out. The Merry Wives Windsor ! . well, 
why not?, . • v .** 

• ** ' . ,* * . 

** • - . 4 ’ ' « * 
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• • ’ • ■ ' *i * * 

theatrical companies3 and each '/ear pass? my projected term's 

play selections on what uie will attend. Last tern include^, 

• .for example, three stage, versione^of Hamlet (one in Mew York 
City by the Roundabout Theatre Company, another by the Depart- 0 
nibnt, of Theater at SUNY,.Binghamton, and the third, a TV pres¬ 
entation* M uch Ado about Nothino , by Joseph Papp or» TV; Winter *s 
* Talg at SUMY, Binghamton; and The Merry Wives of Windsor and c 
Anthony, ard Cleopatra at Stratford, Connecticut). 

Although .this procedure can be exhausting, the unexpected 
offerings are exciting. It is a challenge* to ddi plays seldom ✓ 
read in a high school course of study. I am, therefore, con- .. 
stantly kept "on iny^toes." Often Z teach a play that I newer 
studied fully, so I must "dig- in* too, 

■W’ ' ' 

I try different techniques. Hera are a few taak9 asked 

• 

of the classi Sriting responses to provocative*topicst refer¬ 
ring to the critical Works of testers of criticism on Shakes¬ 
peare Samuel Johnson, fflarchette Chute,‘Harold C. Goddard, 

Mark Van Doren, Maynard -Mack, G’. Wilson Knight, Derek Traverst, 

• . ( ' \ 

A. P. Rosaiter, Anthony Burgess, Louis 3. Wrigh't, Caroline 

t \ ^ . • i 

Spurgeon -- to name a selected f*ew; discussing in an informal 

class circle issues cferived fqam the plays; listening to records, 

v ,A •' l 1 • 

viewing film strips ahd movies, actfing in class and in the schbol 
auditorium in specially planned assemblies; making contemporary 


/ 


news' stories on,, say* Macbeth, tyfeng ih wfctb present times. Just 

; , 

the other day -on completing Julius Cabaar . a group composed a 

• % 

• - 

nawsoaoar called ifia Forum- Quarterly . 

By contrast to show the surprised beuoteBe th^t ,"I can 1 


‘ / 


& + 


V . 


r> t. sc-J the y should, u 
t.i<? spoofing oi >hakes 


s * T f f - . 

_ V • J k - 


to 1 iohtor .1 itaratuia 

r 


pea re* Tdr a xamole 'we laugh through 

•' r - 3 

» ^ f ^ 

James • Thupber's "The fflacheth Murder Mystery,**’ "'Twisted .Tale-si 

' ' ' , % ' • fi> 

from S'hakesppare 1 , ** bv Richard Armour^ ahd Robert Benchley’s 

‘ > ■ . 

<■ ■* ’ • r "■ j 

"Lrfoking Shakespeare Over." ) .’• ' 

x 1 ‘Even to face the ageless question hea.d-on whether or 

« r 

not it - was Shakespeare who wrote the plays, I give the class , 

copies of Richard Bentle'y"’^ " Elizabethan Whodunit ". which pre- 

♦ ' x » - 

sents the facts concerning the identity pf.William Shakespeare 

* . ■ ' ' 

and asks that the reader, render his verdict. Idas ft Shakes- 
1 

peare? Francis Bacon? Christopher Marlowe? Needless to say, 

.. / * . 

V t 

the moot court trial, with^presiding ^udge, lawyers. Jury, de¬ 
fendant, -witnesses, spectators, etc., provide a stormy session. 

The latest verdict?. .'SHAKESPEARE WROTE THE PLAYS! THREE CHEERS 
FOR SHAKESPEARE!' .. / * 

' When the spectacular Much Ado was shown bn TV last season 

and again this April, my kids^were told to sit -glued to their 

. • » 

.TV set.even though we,were then involved with Twelfth Nlqht 

i * 

a^d planning our'annual Shakesp'eare Festival Program. Busy? 

YesTs^Happy? -Exorbitantly!. , 1 ' . 

With audio-visual equipment, we can play -back our stage • 

* + ■ f - . 

perfbrmances. Oping this gives us hours of enlightenment with 

* J V . 

much ensuing laughter, upon seeing ourselves as would-be Shakes- 
pea read actors, but sometimes we applaud someone's "great scene." 

» X • 

* r 

We're in touch with the Folger Shakespeare Library in- 

• * , , > » 

✓ , , - t ! • . - 

Washington, *0,C^^ind ar^pn the mailing list of Its "Mewsre 11 e r ". 
Then there i's The Shakespeare -Newsletter , issued every six weeks - 
by Louis fflarder at Kdnt State University, Kent, Ohio. Recently 
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1 :i ? « i -*' ovcrJjc- j"iC lub an-r* .Members jol •» 

.j.’.ak.pspe^re ~.u i ic : aid hosv/B.^s knows' u»h?i. clsei 

, * * * * > 

.^iihen Anthony ourr.esy,*. the • omiaent British novelist en..f 

’ * - • • 

, Shakespeare schplar and 1 o,c tif rar, a f 3 tw y'earg agp*while teaching 
at Princatoo University, wrote -in a /Jew York Times article • 

students entar (jcollegaD English departments knowirvg practical}./ 

/ •,**’*.' * 

nothing about Shakespeare* something is wrong,.evidently, in 

the high schools,* my classes were affronted agdvurged me to’ 

' •- ; ;• 

dpfpncJ our position* .1 di'd. They aeaiated* me in presenting 

4 • ” \ , v : ' , ' 

arguments in a lengthy letter to Rr. Burgess who latgr replied* 


> . ^ 


"Whan I said what I did about , 
Shakespeare in high schools, I was, I 
suppose, distilling at second hand #iat 
I had heard from so many, professors and 
students ... I*m naturally'delighted to 
hear of the trouble'and imagination you 
lavish on the teaching of Shakespeare,, 
and I was impressed'by that schedule of 
approach ..." ■ * 


V; 

V 1 'sit 


* t 


l 


On being asked to give a talk on Shakespeare at West 

• i ^ — . . | 

Junior High School to eighth gra'de .atudents; ^replied, .sayirt’g* 

"Tea, l-'1,1 be glad to come, but* also with my 5haks8pSare group, 
■’ • « 

’They*11 do scenes from Hamlet . Macbeth ,-and Romeo and, Juliet . 

- ” 

They can do *their take-off on JuPius Caasar called "Et Tuti . 
Brufcil"* What better way to present Shakaapaare to youngsters 

’ ■ 4 * * » , > 

thah through their own enthusiastic peers? So much better than 

• r • - * ' ’ 'I • - 

a formal address by mol • "From the mouth bf babes ..." 1 A 

• , • h k v. 

/ . * I * 

I have yet to go tp Stratford., England, |>ut will, phiy 
make, this journey •accqm^ahi’ed by jay boys and girls. I.uibuld* 

•_ • . v A ■ ' ■ ' ■ ' 




/ i 


* E'nqlish Highlights . Scott, Forasman^sNews Periodical for 9th 
through 12th Grade English Teachers, March - ^p/ll 1SPF3, Vol.29, 
No, 2 . Ry ^Shakaapaare class actlvitiea ware written up in this 
issue end the Burgess' iffair *is discussed* 

•* t. 1 • 

. • • • . • i / 
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t > t w * ' 
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r-.n 1 want to kaap^sa much pieaSuva to myself; I want to e^njay 

* " . V ' • 

' thair reactions along with my'Qucn. "'ll I can say is that^my . 

* i 

t' 

kids^and I a,re so steeped in the living world^ of Shakespeare 

4 * 

that. no. wonde’r he is yery much alive to U9. ; 

In stjopt., whether we are reading together .or separately, 

“ % * / • ’ * 

discussing a controversial point in question, doing asfcigne'dv 

% ' " , •*- • - 

• o • • 

research, ironing out a program, arranging a bus trip, or just 

• , . V «N * 

chatting on whatever is engrossing us at the moment, these 

4 . . * ' 

"bard-o-phllas" admit finding life with William absorbing.. v 

r^j * \ 

During mid-seipester college breaks., year after year'former 

* * 9 * 9 • 

stu dent f risn^s—feglrl hbc- thet-trhe y f e,l t we l l equipped In college 

• • 

C - . . * * • 

to study Shakespeare;- They blushingly recall* earlier feelings 

' M / ’ . * 

• * 

on William. * t_ ' - .> • 

% 

‘The fact that Shakespeare is ever relevant, 1 frequently 

* 

ask* How can Shakespeare be considered dead?' 

• ■ l- 

In a muted voice I usuall? answer that only his bodily 

4 ° * 

remains have gone. Ule have hip works which touch on every human 

' V , ' 

• ^ • V 

aspect -of^mon — love, hate, fear, ambition, pity, remorse, 

° « * / - • t .-....- 

jealousy,/treason, batraypl, '«humpr, or what yoy will. 

i - < * f t. - 

-^/How can &ych p writer be thought of as so much inhuman 

C / ’ , , V • 

^dust?< In the words Hi's'own. analytical Haml6t, it can be 

said,of William Shakespeare,. V * 

• - ! . ' . ' 1 

"What a ^piece of work is £thisJ manl 

- * | x * 

how noble in reason! how-’infinite in 

faculty! in form and moying how express 

' • ' . . # ! • 

‘ ahd< admirable! in actiori how like an • * 

• ' «* . * % * * 

* m 

angel! in apprehension how like a god! 

* * * 
the beauty of the world! the paragon of 


•* 

* 


( 


animals! 


•« ® • 


1 


r - 


sc:., '7!y soft approach and subtle handling o r e'- »v*m. 

and nis works*, and t-n the deliberate, hypnotic set'ttng of Shakes- 

- . . 1 

peareanai in my classroom where I reign as. champion of the eternal 


geniu3, I invite, cajole, twist, and turn doubters into confirmed 

- -. ^ * * •*• i 

believers of none other than- your friend and my friend "gentle.' 






